
The project funded by the Association of Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionary Industries of Europe (CAOBISCO) is the first public-
private partnership project for the ILO Office for Türkiye in action against child labour. The overall objective is to contribute to 
the elimination of worst forms of child labour in seasonal agriculture. This is in line with the Turkish Government’s strategy which 
includes the National Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour (2017-2023).

CAPACITY-BUILDING ACTIVITIES
Field Visits on before the 2022 Hazelnut Harvest Season 
The International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Ministry of Labour and Social Security (MoLSS) paid coordination visits to public 
institutions in the Eastern Black Sea and Western Black Sea Regions under the capacity development component of the project “An 
Integrated Model for the Elimination of Worst Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut Harvesting in Türkiye”.

Ms. Ayşegül Özbek Kansu, Senior Project Coordinator at ILO Office for Türkiye; Mr. Anıl Akçay and Mr. Serdar Uğurlu, Labour Experts 
from the Ministry of Labour and Social Security visited Düzce and Sakarya on 16-17-18 May and had meetings with Ms. Selda Dural, 
Deputy Governor of Sakarya; Mr. Tekin Kaya, Provincial Director of İŞKUR; and Mr. Ebubekir Sıddık Savaşçı, Provincial Director of 
National Education. The delegation had meetings with District Governors of Akyazı, Kocaali and Hendek and District Directors of 
National Education on project activities as well and made plans on the upcoming season.

The delegation also had meetings with Mr. Gürbüz Saltaş, Deputy Governor of Düzce; Mr. Ferhat Acar, Provincial Director of İŞKUR; 
Mr. Tamer Kırbaç, Provincial Director of National Education; and later visited District Governors and District Directors of National 
Education in Kaynaşlı and Gölyaka.

In the Eastern Black Sea Region, Mr. Nejat Kocabay, Senior Programme Coordinator, and Ms. Ayşegül Özbek Kansu and Ms. Fatma 
Gelir Ünal, Senior Project Coordinators at ILO Office for Türkiye, and Mr. Lütfi Alper Özmen and Mr. Anıl Akçay from MoLSS held field 
visits on 25-26-27 May. The delegation had meetings with Dr. Mr. Hasan Tanrıseven, Deputy Governor of Giresun; Mr. Mustafa Sarı, 
Provincial Director of ISKUR; Mr. Ertuğrul Tosunoğlu, Provincial Director of National Education; and visited the District Governor 
and District Director of National Education in Bulancak. Then they visited Mr. İsa Kaymak, Provincial Director of İŞKUR; Mr. Mehmet 
Fatih Vargeoğlu, Provincial Director of National Education, met with District Governors and District Directors of National Education 
in Altınordu and Ulubey.

Having had meetings with District Governors and District Directors of National Education in Fatsa and Ünye, the delegation visited 
METİP areas in those districts as well. These comprehensive field visit enabled the delegation to see these areas on site, discuss with 
officials, and evaluate opportunity of upcoming seasons.

Planning and Coordination Meetings in Samsun and Sakarya
The ILO Office for Türkiye’s project teams for “An Integrated Model for the Elimination of Worst 
Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut Harvesting in Türkiye” and “Elimination 
of Worst Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut Harvesting in Türkiye” 
organized planning and coordination meetings in Samsun on 21 June and in Sakarya on 4 July 
with the participation of all public institutions and local administrations which are prescribed by 
law to have division of tasks on combating child labour and non-governmental organizations.

Mr. Suat Dede, MoLSS Head of Department for Employment Policies, moderated the meeting 
held in Samsun on 21 June, and attended by approximately 60 people including Mr. Şevket Cinbir, Deputy Governor of Samsun; 
Mr. Erhan Karahan, District Governor of Altınordu, Ordu; Mr. Şükrü Yıldırım, District Governor of Çarşamba, Samsun; Mr. Metin 
Maytanman, District Governor of Terme, Samsun; Mr. Haşim Meydan, Samsun Provincial Director of ISKUR; Mr. İsa Kaymak, Ordu 
Provincial Director of İŞKUR; and representatives from Provincial-District Directorates of National Education, District Directorates of 

Agriculture, relevant personnel of District Governors, and representatives of Pikolo 
Association.

Mr. Suat Dede, MoLSS Head of Department for Employment Policies, moderated the 
meeting held in Sakarya on 4 July and attended by approximately 55 people including 
Mr. Mustafa Kutlu, Deputy Governor of Sakarya; Mr. Tekin Kaya, Sakarya Provincial 
Director of İŞKUR; and municipal officials, representatives from Provincial-District 
Directorates of National Education, Directorates of Agriculture, Gendarmerie, relevant 
personnel of District Governors, and representatives of Pikolo Association.
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 X MAY-AUGUST 2022 

  NEWSLETTER  

This newsletter provides information about the activities from May to August 2022 covering a 4-month period of the 
project “An Integrated Model for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut 
Harvesting in Türkiye”.
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DIRECT INTERVENTION ACTIVITIES

Orientation Training and Training of 
Trainers for SCREAM Programme for Social 
Support Center Teachers    
Information on child labour was provided to teachers who were 
members of Pikolo Association, the implementing partner of the ILO 
Office for Türkiye, and would be assigned in social support centres in 
the scope of direct intervention activities of 2022.

During the seminars, Mr. Ayşegül Özbek Kansu, Senior Project 
Coordinator provided detailed information on the description, 
reasons and results of child labour, current situation of child labour 
in the world and Türkiye, and ILO’s Child Labour Programme 
implemented by the ILO Office for Türkiye. Presentations on the 
National Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour were 
provided by MoLSS Experts Mr. Mehmet Mr. Yavuz Güngör, Mr. 
Turan Türk and Mr. İbrahim Konuk. Information about child labour 
and education was provided by Prof. Dr. Mr. Murat Gürkan Gülcan, 
education consultant of the project. From Pikolo Association, Mr. 
Onur Torun, President of Executive Board and Mr. Ömer Dede, Board 
Member, explained child labour studies of Pikolo Association; and Ms. 
Emine Yavuz, Social Worker, and Mr. Yiğit Karagöl, Monitoring and 
Evaluation of Child Safety Expert shared information on monitoring, 
evaluation and accountability.

The seminar held in Akçakoca on 27 June 2022 was attended by 80 
teachers from Düzce, Sakarya and Zonguldak and the seminar held 
in Ordu on 30 June 2022 was attended by 135 teachers from Trabzon, 
Giresun, Samsun and Ordu.

Social Support Centers helped 1,958 
children attend school, not work in fields    
Seasonal agriculture workers arrived in project provinces at the end 
of July, settled in the METIP areas and temporary settlements and 
engaged hazelnut harvesting until the beginning of September. 
Under the project “An Integrated Model for the Elimination of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut 
Harvesting in Türkiye”, by the end of the harvesting season, 1,958 
children attended educational activities by 127 teachers in 5 project 
provinces (Ordu, Giresun, Samsun, Düzce and Sakarya) in the Black 
Sea Region.

Pikolo Association, the implementation partner of the ILO Türkiye 
Office, met with the families of all children identified.  It has been 
stated that the most important obstacles for their children to 
continue their education are the fact that families spend a certain part 
of the year outside their hometown and the financial difficulties they 
face. The families, orchard owners and the agricultural intermediaries 
were provided information about the project and ensured that 1958 
children were directed to education in 5 provinces.

 In these activities, nutritional support, hygiene kits and stationery 
equipment were provided to children for their physical and mental 
development. Children were engaged in cultural and social activities 
for their phyco-social development.

Within these activities, children who participated to the “Let There Be 
No One Who Can’t Swim” campaign launched by the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports acquired a new life skill. In Sakarya, by visiting animal 
shelters their social awareness were increased. And throughout 
the summer, ILO’s SCREAM (Supporting Children’s Rights through 
Education, the Arts and the Media) programme provided the 
opportunity to the children to internalize the concept of their rights 
via art activities.
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Supply Chain and Product-Based Risk 
Analysis Seminar in Izmir  
Meetings were organized in Izmir on 4 and 5 August, to explain the 
roles and responsibilities in elimination of child labour to supply 
chain actors and evaluate product-based risk analyses. The National 
Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour was presented 
by MoLSS experts in the first session of the seminar that had 
more than 80 participants from MoLSS along with private sector 
representatives operating in various agriculture products, ILO 
officials, academicians and Genç Hayat Foundation representatives. 
Then, presentations were provided about child labour in agriculture 
by Prof Dr. Mr. Bülent Gülçubuk and on the situation particularly in 
Izmir and Manisa by Ms. Mehtap Taşkın. In the second session of the 
seminar, Ms. Ayşegül Özbek Kansu, Senior Project Coordinator, made 
a presentation on the roles and responsibilities of supply chain actors 
in hazelnut agriculture in child labour and Ms. Fatma Gelir Ünal on 
the international regulations on elimination of child labour. On the 
second day of the seminar, information provided by academicians 
of Dr. Mustafa Ünlü, Prof. Dr. Melikşah Ertem and Prof. Dr. Orhan 
Derman on the working conditions of young workers in agriculture, 
work accidents and physical and phyco-social development of young 
workers.

CAOBISCO Delegation’s Field Visit   
Under the project “An Integrated Model for the Elimination of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut 
Harvesting in Türkiye”, the delegation composed of private sector 
representatives of CAOBISCO, donor institution of the project, 
representatives of Pikolo Association, field implementing partner of 
ILO and MoLSS made field visits with the aim of reviewing project 
activities on-site and having detailed information on the activities of 
combating child labour in Türkiye.

In the field visit in 10-11 of August 2022, discussions were held 
with local officials, teachers, students, seasonal agriculture worker 
families, agriculture intermediaries, field owners and hazelnut 
company managers. The visit covered Saraycık METIP area in Ordu 
province and Güzelyalı Elementary School in Giresun and Kızılot 
Middle School in Çarşamba, Samsun as schools where the project 
was implemented.

Many representatives took part in the visit programme 
including particularly Mr. Numan Özcan, Director of 
ILO Office for Türkiye; Mr. Nejat Kocabay, ILO Senior 
Programme Officer; Ms. Ayşegül Özbek Kansu and Ms. 
Fatma Gelir Ünal, ILO Senior Project Coordinators; Mr. 
Simon Hills, ILO Chief Technical Advisor; Mr. Suat Dede, 
MoLSS Head of Department of Employment Policies; Mr. 
İsa Kaymak, Ordu Provincial Director of ISKUR; Mr. Aldo 
Cristiano, President of CAOBISCO and Head of Institutional 
Affairs and Sustainability. At the end of the visit, all parties 
underlined the effort and committed to uphold their part 
as stakeholders.
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2022 Harvesting Season in Figures  

912
girls boys

1,046 
1,958

• Number of children participating in educational activities:

• Number of children 
benefitting from 
shuttle service

1,254

• Number of teachers 
participating in the 
programme

127

1,958   

• Number 
of children 
provided 
with 
stationery 
equipment

1,358

• Number 
of children 
participating 
in social and  
cultural 
activities

3,982

• Number of children 
provided with nutritional 
support: 

• Number 
of families 
provided with 
counselling on 
elimination of 
child labour 
in seasonal 
agriculture 971

• Number of students 
benefitting from SCREAM 
programme

• Number of 
intermediaries 
provided with 
counselling on 
elimination of 
child labour 
in seasonal 
agriculture 76

• Number of 
field owners 
provided with 
counselling on 
elimination of 
child labour 
in seasonal 
agriculture 205

601

Monitoring Visit   
The project team paid field visits to Samsun, Ordu, Sakarya and Zonguldak provinces on 25-26 August. The delegation visited Kızılot 
Secondary School in Samsun on the 25th and had opportunity to ask questions about studies to team leaders and teachers. Later 
on, the delegation visited METIP area and school in Saraycık, Ordu; and received briefing from the implementing partner Pikolo 
Association on direct intervention activities of 2022. The delegation which continued visiting the project sites on the 26th paid a visit 
to Hendek Mustafa Asım Primary School in Sakarya and also met with the children in Alaplı, Mollabey and Kasımlı Primary Schools in 
Zonguldak, both in the seaside where they were holding an event and one on one in their schools.
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2022 Closing Events   
Summer schools organized in social support centers under the direct intervention, concluded with many events. Closing events 
featured children who displayed various performance in various social support centres in all project provinces between 22 and 31 
August with the participation District Governors, Provincial National Education Directors, Provincial Directors of Labour and Social 
Security, District Gendarmerie Commanders, and Pikolo Association officials. Wide-ranging activities were organized from oratorio to 
painting exhibition, from reading competition to folk dances, from gymnastics show to an English choir recital. While these activities 
were highly appreciated by the audience, medals were presented to the children at the ceremonies held for the competitions. On 31st 
of August, the children closed the harvest season in Samsun by visiting TEKNOFEST Aviation, Space and Technology Festival with the 
mission of “Let a child come and touch an airplane...”.
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AWARENESS-RAISING ACTIVITIES 

Local Media Seminar in Ordu    
Within the scope of the project, the second of the Local Media Seminars 
was organized in Ordu on 24 July. The first seminar was held last year. 
With the seminar, it was aimed to illustrate the concept of childrens’ 
rights and to develop a sensitive media vision regarding the media 
news about the seasonal agriculture.

During the seminar ILO Senior Programme Officer Nejat Kocabay 
noted that ILO’s efforts to end child labour continue increasingly. He 
stated that the effort initiated in hazelnut farming in Ordu in the Black 
Sea Region has turned into a multi-faceted programme operating in 
different product groups in different parts of Türkiye in 11 years.

Suat Dede, Head of Employment Policies Department of the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Security mentioned that one of the most important 
projects implemented in the fight against child labour is the Child Labour Units established by the Ministry in 81 provinces.

The seminar then continued with a presentation by Prof. Dr. Mr. Nezih Orhon, Head of Cinema & Television Department of the Faculty 
of Communications, Anadolu University. The presentation addressed the question of “How to engage in better journalism on child 
labour”, then assessed various instances of correct and incorrect practices based on actual cases.

June 12, World Day Against 
Child Labour Event 
Adana-Karataş

The Elimination of Child Labour Programme of 
the ILO Office for Türkiye held comprehensive 
events for June 12 World Day Against Child Labour 
in Adana. Events organized for raising awareness 
at local level in Tuzla Middle School in Karataş 
were attended by local representatives of more 
than 40 provincial organizations of Ministries of 
National Education, Agriculture and Forestry and 
Culture, Youth and Sports along with more than 
300 children.

Ankara-Atakule

All events held in the week of June 11-15 in Atakule, the symbol of Ankara, were organized to “Say No 
to Child Labour”. The expression of “End Child Labour” were used in the illumination of the tower. 
The Elimination of Child Labour Programme of the ILO Office for Türkiye organized an exhibition 
consisting of 3D prints and drawings on child labour in cooperation with Beştepe Koleji. Participants 
who toured the exhibition over the week posed with hand figures symbolizing the elimination of 
child labour and eternalized the day by giving the message of “#MeTooForCombatingChildLabour”.

Ph
ot

os
: I

LO
Ph

ot
os

: I
LO



7

MEDIA COVERAGE
• https://www.bizimsakarya.com.tr/sakarya-findik-iscilerinin-cocuklarina-egitim-ve-sosyal-etkinlikler-duzenleniyor

• https://www.ordugazete.com/findik-iscilerinin-cocuklari-icin-etkinlik-duzenlendi/22110/

• https://isghaber.com.tr/haber/11664668/cocuk-isciligiyle-mucadele-kapsaminda-calismalar-devam-ediyor

• https://www.habereguven.com/ilo-orduda-cocuk-isciligini-sona-erdirmede-yerel-medyanin-rolu-konusuldu

• https://www.haberturk.com/sakarya-haberleri/28726481-sakaryada-findik-iscilerinin-cocuklarina-egitim-ve-sosyal-
etkinlikler-duzenleniyor

• https://www.unyemedya.com/k5-egitim/h4414-saraycik-metip-alaninda-kapanis-etkinligi-gerceklestirildi.html

https://www.bizimsakarya.com.tr/sakarya-findik-iscilerinin-cocuklarina-egitim-ve-sosyal-etkinlikler-duzenleniyor
https://www.ordugazete.com/findik-iscilerinin-cocuklari-icin-etkinlik-duzenlendi/22110/
https://isghaber.com.tr/haber/11664668/cocuk-isciligiyle-mucadele-kapsaminda-calismalar-devam-ediyor
https://www.habereguven.com/ilo-orduda-cocuk-isciligini-sona-erdirmede-yerel-medyanin-rolu-konusuldu
https://www.haberturk.com/sakarya-haberleri/28726481-sakaryada-findik-iscilerinin-cocuklarina-egitim-ve-sosyal-etkinlikler-duzenleniyor
https://www.haberturk.com/sakarya-haberleri/28726481-sakaryada-findik-iscilerinin-cocuklarina-egitim-ve-sosyal-etkinlikler-duzenleniyor
https://www.unyemedya.com/k5-egitim/h4414-saraycik-metip-alaninda-kapanis-etkinligi-gerceklestirildi.html
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Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Labour and Social Security
Emek Mahallesi Naci Ayvalıoğlu Caddesi No:13 06520 
Çankaya Ankara Türkiye
T: +90 312 296 60 00 (pbx)

https://www.csgb.gov.tr/

ILO Office for Türkiye
Ferit Recai Ertuğrul Caddesi No: 4 Oran 
Çankaya Ankara Türkiye
T: +90 312 491 98 90
E: ankara@ilo.org

https://www.ilo.org/ankara

Association of Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionary 
Industries of Europe (CAOBISCO) 
Avrupa Çikolata Bisküvi ve Şekerleme Sanayi Kuruluşu
Avenue des Nerviens 9-31, 1040 Brussels, Belgique
T: +32 2 508 10 21

https://caobisco.eu/


