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10th ASEAN Forum on Migrant Labour  

“Towards Achieving Decent Work for Domestic Workers in ASEAN” 
 

Thailand National Tripartite Preparatory Workshop 
 

Pullman Bangkok King Power Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 
5 September 2017 

 
 

A. Background 
 
The ASEAN Forum on Migrant Labour (AFML) is an open platform for the review, discussion and 
exchange of good practices and ideas between governments, workers’ and employers’ organizations, 
and civil society on key issues facing migrant workers in Southeast Asia. Each year the forum develops 
recommendations to advance the implementation of the principles of the ASEAN Declaration on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers. 
  
The 10th ASEAN Forum on Migrant Labour will be held on 25-26 October 2017 in the Philippines. It will 
be hosted by the Government of the Philippines as the current chair of the ASEAN and the ASEAN 
Committee on the Implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Rights of Migrant Workers (ACMW). 
 
The 10th AFML will carry the overall theme “Towards Achieving Decent Work for Domestic Workers in 
ASEAN” and cover two thematic sessions: 
 

 Theme 1: International and national standards for the protection of migrant domestic workers 

 Theme 2: Implementation of policies and support services 
 

National tripartite preparatory workshops for the 10th AFML will be held in several ASEAN Member 
States (AMS) to take stock on the progress of stakeholders in implementing the previous AFML 
recommendations and to discuss the themes of the 10th AFML. Organization of these preparatory 
workshops is supported by the TRIANGLE in ASEAN. TRIANGLE in ASEAN (2015-2025) is a partnership 
between the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Global Affairs Canada, and the ILO. 
 
 

B. Rationale 
 
The 10th AFML with the theme “Towards Achieving Decent Work for Domestic Workers in ASEAN,” is 
being organized to support the implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and 
Promotion of Rights of Migrant Workers (Cebu Declaration).  
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According to the ILO, there are at least 67 million domestic workers worldwide.1 About 21 million are 
employed in the Asia Pacific Region. The Philippines has 1.9 million domestic workers employed locally 
and 1.5 million domestic workers deployed overseas. Indonesia has 2.4 million domestic workers. On 
the other hand, Thailand is host to about 250,000 domestic workers, mostly coming from neighbouring 
countries such as Myanmar and Cambodia. In Malaysia, the more than half of the estimated 250,000 
domestic workers in the country are non-Malaysian, many coming from Indonesia and the Philippines. 
Singapore is host to around 210,000 foreign domestic workers, the majority of which comes from 
Indonesia and the Philippines. Domestic workers comprise a significant part of the global workforce in 
informal employment and are among the most vulnerable groups of workers. 
 

C. Objectives  
 

The AFML national tripartite preparatory workshops will be organized in order to: 
 

1. Take stock of stakeholders’ progress in implementing the recommendations of previous AFMLs; 
2. Discuss the 10th AFML theme and sub-themes as well as prepare national recommendations on 

how to achieve decent work for migrant domestic workers as duly endorsed by national 
tripartite partners 

3. Develop a report or set of positions that the AFML delegates can use at the 10th AFML 
 

D. Participants 
 
Each AFML preparatory workshop should include representatives from: 

 Government ministries responsible for labour migration and domestic work (20 participants) 

 Employers’ organizations, including affiliates of the ASEAN Confederation of Employers (3 
participants) 

 Workers’ organizations, including affiliates of the ASEAN Trade Union Council (4 participants) 

 Civil society organizations, including the Task Force for ASEAN Migrant Workers (9 participants) 

 International organizations, including ILO, IOM and UN Women (9 participants) 

 Other participants as deemed appropriate 
 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.ilo.org/global/docs/WCMS_209773/lang--en/index.htm 



 

 

3 

 

 

10th ASEAN Forum on Migrant Labour  
“Towards Achieving Decent Work for Domestic Workers in ASEAN” 

 
 Thailand National Tripartite Preparatory Workshop 

 
Pullman Bangkok King Power Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 

5 September 2017 

 
Time 

 
Description 

MC: Ministry of Labour 

08.30-09.00 Registration  

09.00-09.30 

Welcome remarks  
- Permanent Secretary 
- Ms Ayesha Rehki, Chargé d’ Affaires, Embassy of Canada 
- Ms Tanja Ferguson, Senior Regional Portfolio Manager, Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade, Australia 
- Ms Anna Engblom, Senior Programme Manager, TRIANGLE in ASEAN, ILO 

 
Group photo  

09.30-09.45 Coffee break  

09.45-11.15 
 
 

Self-introductions 
 
Session 1. Overview of the AFML process and progress against recommendations of past 
meetings, with particular focus on the 9th AFML 
 
Moderator: Mr Somsak Apiwantanakul, Ministry of Labour 
 
Introduction to the AFML process and national preparatory meetings 
1. Ms Anna Engblom, ILO 
 
Review of actions taken to implement recommendations of the 9th AFML on “Better 
Quality of Life for ASEAN Migrant Workers through Strengthened Social Protection”  
[10 minutes each]  
2. Ms Rangsima Preechachart, Social Security Office, Ministry of Labour  
3. Dr Pongthiti Pongsiramanee, State Enterprise Workers’ Relations Confederation 
4. Mr Paniti Sirikate, Employers’ Confederation of Thailand  
5. Mr Preeda Thongchumnum, Migrant Working Group 
 
Open discussion 

11:15 – 12:00 
Session 2. Introduction to the 10th AFML theme “Towards Achieving Decent Work for 
Domestic Workers in ASEAN” 
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Presentation of ILO background paper for the 10th AFML “Towards Achieving Decent Work 
for Domestic Workers in ASEAN”, Ms Marja Paavilainen, Senior Programme Officer, 
TRIANGLE in ASEAN, ILO 
 
Open discussion 

12.00-13.00 Lunch 

13.00-14.20 

Session 3. Discussion: Key issues in promoting decent work for domestic workers in 
Thailand and ASEAN 
Moderator: Ms Kuanruthai Siripatthanakosol, National Project Coordinator, TRIANGLE in 
ASEAN, ILO 
 
Review of key issues relating to the 10th AFML theme “Towards Achieving Decent Work for 
Domestic Workers in ASEAN” in Thailand [15 minutes each]  
1. Mr Kunchit Manowarangkoon, Department of Labour Protection and Welfare, 

Ministry of Labour 
2. Dr Pongthiti Pongsiramanee, State Enterprise Workers’ Relations Confederation 
3. Mr Ukrish Kanchanaketu, Employers’ Confederation of Thailand  
4. Ms Poonsap  Suanmuang, Domestic Workers Network of Thailand 
 
Open discussion 

14:20 – 15:30 

Session 4. Group work to develop recommendations to the 10th AFML 
Moderator: Mr Sinapan Samydorai, Task Force on ASEAN Migrant Workers 
 
Participants will break into four groups to prepare recommendations on two themes of 
the 10th AFML. 

 Theme 1: International and national standards for the protection of migrant 
domestic workers 

 Theme 2: Implementation of policies and support services 
 

15.30-16.00 

Session 5. Group presentations to develop recommendations to the 10th AFML 
Moderator: Mr Sinapan Samydorai, Task Force on ASEAN Migrant Workers 
 
Group presentations 
 

16:00-16:15 Coffee break 

16.15-17:00 

Session 6. Recommendations of the national tripartite preparatory meeting 
Moderator: Ms Marja Paavilainen, ILO 
 
Plenary discussion to draft and agree on national recommendations to the 10th AFML. The 
recommendations will be adopted by national tripartite partners and made available at 
the 10th AFML.  
 

17:00 
Closing remarks 

- Ministry of Labour  

  


