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ACT NO. 24
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To guarantee and safeguard the rtghts of individuals and to
ensure that conduct of persons administering the laws of the
c.ountry conform with the provisions of this Act and for corrnect'
ed purposes.

Enacted by the Assembly
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1. firis Act may be cited as the Human Rights Act 1983 and

2.

Every individual shall be e,ntittg{ t9
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and guar_anteed in this Act
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social origin,
prise of
(a)- the right to life and respect for the integrity of a per'
son;

(b) the right to liberty and to security of a person;
(c) the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and

associa-

tion;

(d) the right to freedom of movement and residence;
(e) the right to express and disseminate opinions;

(f)

the right to seek and to enjoy asylum from persecution
in other countries;
(g) the right to own property alone as well as in associa'
tlon;
(h) the right to freedom of thought, conscience, profession
and religion;
(t) the right to work, to free choicre of empJoyment, to just
and favourable conditions of work and equal pay for
equal work withoflt discrimination;
(J) equality before the law without discrimination; to equal
proteetion of the law and equal protection against any
discrimination in violation of this Act;
(k) the right to an efrective remedy by the competent na'
tional courts for aets violating the fundamental rights
granted by this Act;
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(l)

the right to a fSg
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7.. T!" right to peaceful assembly and association shall be
recogn2ed including the right to form and to belong to associations for the protection of a ferson's interests subject [o
(a) lawful restrictions made in the interests of defence,
public- safety, public order, public morality or pu6tic
health;
(b) protecti_on of rights and freedom of other persons by
law;and
(c) lawful imposition of rcstrietions upon public officers,
members of the armed forces, and- of ihe poiice or
other persons.
?. Everyole_shall have the right to hold opinions rvithont
rnterferenee and the right to Jreedom of expreslion including
freedom-to s.eek, receive and import information
indideiiof alr
Krnos subJect to restrictions provided by law as are necessary
for
- (a) the respect of the rights or reputations of others; and
(b) the -protection of national security, of public ord.er, of
public health or morals.
(1)
The right to property either alone or in association
_ q.
shall be guaranteed.

Right of
assembly

Freedom

of
expiessicn

The right
to properb/

.. .(?) The right to property shall be encroached upon only in
the interest of public nbed or in the general interest of the cnmmunity and in accordance with the - provisions of appropriate
laws.

Freedom
Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, of
religion including freedom to have or to adopt a thought
religion or belief of his choice and freedom either individually or
in community with others and in public or private, to manifest
his religion or belief in worship, obseryance, practice and teachIng:
Provided that
- sribject to coercion which would impair
(a) no one shall lie
his freedom to have or adopt a religion or belief of his

10.

c.onscienee and

choiee;

(b) freedom to manifest

one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and
are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or
morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of
others.
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11. (1) No person shall be subjected to torture or to in(2) Punishment otherwise authorised by law shall not be

human or degtading punishment or other treatment.

held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this section.
12. (1) No person shall be held in slavery; slavery and the
slave-trade in all their forms shall be prohibited(2) No person shall be held in servitude.
(3) No person shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.
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(4) Subsection (B) shall not be held to pneclude in cases
where imDrisonmelt
+ay Ue impoieO as a sent-ence for a crime,
the perfoimanc" or tiuoirr;;"#;;nce
of a sentence to sucrr
punishment by a competcnt coufi. ---'
(5) For the pllrnose of this section the term ,,forced or oom,
pulsory labour" sh?rli not inciuAe ]-*
(a) any work or service, not referred to in
sub-section (4),
normaily rcquired of a pers'n wtro is u-nder
oltenuon in
consequerj.cg.gf a lavrfui orcier or a court
oiiiip".ron
during conditional r.elease ti:orn sucira;G"t6; (b) any serv,ge of a rnilitil.y character and, in
the case of a
person whr,- has co'scieirtious objectioir-ib-rJ.il""
-lnv
member of a militpV- or air t"orce,
hb^o;. ",
that"
person is required bylaw to perfo-rrir i"h;;ffi
such
service;
(d any serviee exacted in cases of emergency or calamity
threatening the life or well being ot ttr? ctirmurity;
anA
(d) any work or service which forms part of
normal
civir
obligations.
committed

13. (1) No one shalr be held guilty of
criminar oftence
on account of anv,act or omission #hicti aia any
ntit i,onriit?" oi
minal .o{rence, urider national oi international law
"
when it was committed, noi shiri i'rieavier peraltyat the time
be
imposed
than the one that was ipplictfie-ai iie time when
the criminal
offence was committed.
(2) Punishment is personal and can be imposed only on the
offender.
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14. Everv Derson shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state df irhysical a"a
-uni"liie"rrn.
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15. An alien lavrfuty in_the country may be expe'ed therefrom only in pursuance of a decision ieu".rr"a"i"iJ.dra^"irie
*u,

law.

16. (1) The state shall take the necess_ary measures
teet the health of the.people a,n{ to eniure iii;l iii;i;diu"to pro
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dical attention when tfrey ire sic[. - --(2) The family, is the natural fundamental group
unlt
of society and is entilted t" p-t;;ffi; and
by the State.
(3) The State shal! have
the duty to_ assist the family which
ot m o rati ano GiiTii""r
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(4) The State shall ensure the elimination of every
discri.
mination against the woman and also unr-u.g
the protection of the
rights of tle woman ana thJchila
,iipulated in internationar
dedarations and conventions.
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(5) The aeed and the disabled shal.l have the right to
spe.
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(6) The state shall have the duty to gua{qntee the independence of the courts ana strait-iiror irr" establishment
and improvements of appropriate national institutionJ;aili.a
with
the promotion aid protecrion of ah;ishr;;;^i;.;il#!irarant
eed by this Act.
(7) The state shall have the duty to promote and ensure
through teachins.
,alo puuridrti-oi, iiili..SJ.t of the
rights and freedoms9{uc1tr.on
contained in ttiii acr.
17. (1) The individuat shall have the duty to _

(a) preserye the harmonious development of the
and
to work for the cohesion and rdspect of thefamily
fimiiy,
^
respect his _ parents at alr times, to maintiin-ttrem to
in
ease of need;
(b) serve his natio,nal community by placing his physical
and intellectual abilities at its service and not to
compromise the security of the State;
(c) preserve and strengthen social a'd nationar

soridarity,
particularly when ilic latier ts tnreaiened;(d) preserve and.stre'gihen irre irar.ional independenee
and
-co-rrtrinut"
the territo'iai. intefrity of lris cou't.y *-*
*a-to
to its defence in accordance with lt;;"
(e) work to th.e best of his abilities and competence,
and. to
pav taxes imposed by law in the interLiioi-tle-f6cietv,
(f) pregerv" 4tlq strengthen_ positive sesotho curturar varue
in his relations wittr ottrbr members ;f t6;..,:i.ty, in
the spirit_of tolerance, dialogue ana consuttaiiil- and,
in general to contribute to tfie promoting of *re-moral
well being of society;
(g) co-ntribute to the best of his abilities, at alr times
and at
all levels to the promorion a"o icirreo"nie^"i'oi'"aiio""r
unity; and
(h) respect the national flag and national anthem.
(2) Everv individual shar have duties towards his family
and society, ttre state ana oure.
Guiy r..ogoized communities.
(3) The rishts and-freedoms
of each individual shall be
exereised with drie regard ao lii;;lshi; of oinei.i,'c;ii!.i#!'r".r.
rity, morality and com-mon interest."---(4) Everv individual shall have the duty to respect and consider. his feuow beings without aiscriminiti6rl"ii
i,i"rffi'int"in
Ielations aimed at ofr moting,-iaiu!,"iii:ai"g
;;h ?ti#;."#;
tual respect and toldrance.
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