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Data constraints and time periods over which gender  gaps were estimated 
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The global growth and employment outlook 
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2. Gender gaps in the labour market have worsened 
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The crisis increased an already large gender gap in  unemployment 
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3 Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 

Regional variation in gender gaps in unemployment 

9������ <� ��������� ������� �
��� ��� ������������� �
��� � � ������(� ��� ���
��1� 
� ��������� ������� �
��
��
��� ��
�� 	������� ������������� ��� ������� ��
�� ���� ���1� 
��� 
� ���
����� �
�� ��
��� ��
�� ��� ���
��	��(����	����<===�
���<==>1�����
��
�������������� 1��
���� �����
�
��� ����4
���
�1�*�����
 ����
� 
��� "�&"
�
�
��  ����
1� 
��� ���	��� 
� ��	�	
� �� ������ ��� ������ ��������� �
��� ����
������������(� ��� ���� ������� �
��1� "����&�
���  ��
� 
�� � "�����  ��
1� ���� ��������� ������� �
�� ���
������������� �����
���� ���� ����� ��� ����� ������1� ������ � ��� ������� ���"�����  ��
� ���<==>���
�� ���
<===1���	����������������������
��6=��������
����� ��������������������
��1�
���
��������������������
"����&�
��� ��
(�����
��� ��
1�������
����������
��� �����<===����<==>(����4����
��
���"����&�
������
�������
���4�"�������������
����
������������������ ������������
�����
�����<==6(�

���� ������1� ��� ���� �������� 
�������1� �������� 
� ���� ���� �������� ��� ������������� ������� �
��� /����
�:���6� 
���<� ���� 
� ����������� ��� ���� ���
��� ��� ���� ���
���
�� ������� ��� ���������� ������� �
��0(� ����
��������� �
��� ��� ��	������ ������� �
��� ��� "�����  ��
1 � "����&�
���  ��
1� 
��� *�����  ����
� 	
��
���������1�
���������
���������(��������
��
������� ��������
���4����
��
���"����&�
�������������

���4�"1� 	����� ���� �
��� �
�� ���
���� ����� ���
����� � ��������1� ������ 	
�� 
� ��������� ��� ������������
��	
����#���� ��<=6<(���������������
��� ����
���� �� ���
�
�������4
���
��
���������������
��1�

����������
������
������
��� ��
����
������
������� �
��������������������������<=6<(�

-���� ���� ���
��� ��� ���� ������� ��� ���� 
��
����� ������� ��� 
��� 4����
�� 
��� �
������ ������1� ����
������������ ��� ���� ������������� �
�� ��	
����#���� �
�� �� 
��������� ��� ���� �
��� ��
�� �����
���� ����
������� ���� ���� �
��&�����
���� �������� ����� 
��������� ������/���1����� ����
���1� � 
���� �� �� (� /<=6=0�����
����)������"�
���0(������������������
��
���������� 
��������������
�����������������
�������������
��
����	�������
��������	�����������������
������������� ��������
��	�����
����������������������(�

���� �����
��� ��� ���� �
�� ��� "�����  ��
� 	
�� 
�����
�� ��� �� 
� �
��� ���D� �������� ���
���A��1� �
�����
������	�
����������
��&�����
������������������
���� ���
�����������
�������
����
���:
������
���	(�

����
���� �����
�
�������4
���
�1�������������
��� 
���*����� ����
1������
����	�������
���
���
�
��� ������������� �
���� ���
����� ����(� ��� ���� ������� �
 ��� 
��� *�����  ����
1� 	����� 	���� ���

���
���<(6� ������ ����� ������� ��� �� ����������� ��
�� �� ���� �
��� ��������
���1� 
���6(F� ������ �����
�����������
���� �����
�
�������4
���
�(�9�������� �	����1�������������
����������������������
�
���	
��������
������/�����
��� <1�
���:�60�
��6@ (@1�6?(6�
���E(?��������
�������������*����� ����
1�
������������
���
�������
���� �����
�
�������4
��� 
�1�������������(�



 

�

9  
�

����������	�
���������
��
��������
�������������� 
������������%&'�

(����
��!������!���
���������
��
��������
����� �

�
(����
��!�����������
���������
��
��������
������

�
*���;�<=6<�
�����������
��������
���(�
"�����;����1� ������������������������ 1�$����<=6<(� �

*�!.

*�!-

*-!.

-!-

-!.

�!-

�!.

+!-

+!.

+--- +--� +--+ +--1 +--, +--. +--/ +--0 +--3 +--2 +-�- +-�� +-� +

��	
���

���

��

	��
	��


��
��

	��
���

���

��

��	
���

��

��	

���

�
�	������ ��(*������������
�
�	�*���	������C�	���<������ ���	���C��
�	�*���	�����
�����
�*�A��C��"�
?����
������
�
�����C���
�����A��
� ���	�����

+!.

1!.

,!.

.!.

/!.

0!.

3!.

2!.

�-!.

��!.

�+!.

+--- +--� +--+ +--1 +--, +--. +--/ +--0 +--3 +--2 +-�- +-�� +-� +

��	
���

���

��

	��
	��


��
��

	��
���

���

��

��	
���

��

��	

���

=
	������� 4���������	 #�	����������C�	������((���



 

�

�-  Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 

�
)�*� �� +������!��,
�!���������������������

�������� � ���
���
�����
�-�����. �
�
/�!$�
��������$�
��������
������
��� ��	&� 
��� ������&������� ���������1� 	����� ����������� �� �������� 
��� ����
�� ��������� 
��� �������1�
���������������������
�����
�	����������:������������ ����������������������������
�����
�����
�������
���
����
�����������
������
��������	����1�	����������� 	��
������
�����	������������( 6� �������
1���:����
���
2���� ��� ��������� ��������� ��	������� �:���������� ��� � 
����� 	������ ������� /2������1� 6@@>I� 4�������
�1�
<==6I�"�����
�1�<==E0(� � ��������4���
���*�	������/ <=660��������
�����:
���������� ���������� ����������� �
���
���
�� ������� ��� ��������������������	���������� 6>�������&������� ���������1������������ 
� �����
��� 
� ����
	������ ������� ���� 	����(�  � ������ ��� �������  ����� ��� ��� ��
�� ���� �����
��� ��� ���
��� �
���� ������
�
������
����������	����������������
��
�A���������� �6@@6�	
������������������
������
������	�����	����
������&
��� ��������� ������� ��� ��	&� 
��� ������&������ � ����������(� "����
�� �������� �
��� ���� ������ �� ��� �
/<==F0(� "���� �����
���� ��� ���
��� �
���� ������� 
��� � ��� ������
���
���� 
������ �� ���� ����
�� �������� ���
�
�� 
���
���� ����� ������
����(� 9��� ����
���1�3��
�
� 
 ���3�������� /6@@=0� ���	� ��
�� ���� �����
��� ��� ���
���
�
���� ������ �
������
����� ��� ��
#��� �����	���� ��
# ����� ���� ������� 	
�� ������� 
������ �� ���� ������
� �
�������(�

0���$�
��������
������
�������&����������������1������������������������
��� ���������������
��������������������������:��������
��� ����
�� �����
���� �������(� ��������1� ����
���� 	���� � ��� ������ ���������� ������ ������ �������
����
�����	���� 
� ���������� ��� ������ 	
���1� 
��� 	�����
	� ����� ���� �
���� �
����� /7������	����� 
��� 3����
�1�
6@?>I� !
��� �� �� (1� <==60(�  �������
���1� �����
����
�� ������
����� ��� ��� �
��� ��������� 	����� �������
����������1�
�������	����������:������������������� ����
����������������1�
����������
���������B��������� ����C����
�������
����(� ���	��������
�����������
������	����
� ��������������1���������������<==?�������1��������
 ����
�
���������
�����	
����������/�����
�1�6@>EI�������1�6 @??I�����1�<=6=0(��

��������������
�������������
�����
���
��
��������� �����������
�����������������
�����������
��������� �����

��
�����
���������������������1�	�����
���
�
����� ������������G���������������1�������������
��������� �����
���5-������
������������������������������������>>� ���������(�
�
6� ���� �����B
����� 	������ ������C� ��� �������� 
�� 
� ��� ���
��� �����
��� ��� ���� �
���� ������� ��� �
������ 	�� ��� 	�����
���
�����
�������������������( �
� �



 

�

11  
�

)�*�� ��1 ����
� �
� ����� ���� $������� �
�����������
� �
�

��������������������
���
�������������������	������ �����������
�����	��������
���	������������������	�� ���
������
��������
�
��
��(������1���	����1���������	� ������������
����������
��������
�����
������������ ���(�
�:
����������������&���
���������������������
�������� ��
��������
�
��������������������������������
��� �
���
��� 
��� ������ ������ 
�� 
� ����������
��� ����� ���� 
�
 ������� ���� ������������� �
��(� ����&���
����
�����������������������������������	���	�����������
� �
��������������������������
���	���
���	�������

���
�
��
������	��������������(������������������� 
��������
������������������������������1�
��������
�����
����������������
�
��
������������	����
���A ��(�3����1�
����������������������������������
�����
�
�������
����
���������������
������������
������� ���
��������������������������������
�(�

��� 
� �
����� ��� 
��
����� ���������1� 	���� ���� �:����� ��� ��� ��:������1� ���� �
��� ������������� �
���
�����
�����������
��������������������
�������	����(��� �����
����������������������������"�
��1�	���������
��������������
�����������
���	����������
������66(D�
 ���>(F��������
���������1�������������(����"�
��1�
�
��� ������1� ��� ��� �
������
�� ���1� 	���� ������� ����� ������������(� ��� �����
��1� 	����� �����
�������
��������� ����� ��������
��� �
��&����� 	���(� ��� ��
��1� 
������ ���� ����&���
���� �������������� ��� ���� ���
��
����������� 	����� �����
��� ���� ���
��� ������������� �
�� � �� D(<� �������
��� ������� /�����
�� ��� 6(G�
�������
��� ������01� 	����
�� ���� ���1� ��� 	����� �
��� �����
���� �� <(<� �������
��� ������� /�����
�� ��� 6(@�
�������
���������0(�

2�
��� �
� �
��������
�� ���� 
�� �
� ���� $������� �
�����������
�� �� �����
���� ��� ������
�����������*����� ��3��������������
������

�
"�����;����1� -�
�.���������������#������/���� 1�>����������1�<=661��
����@�
���6<(�

�

�  

*+!-

-!-

+!-

,!-

/!-

3!-

�-!-

�+!-

#�
7�

�(

�

�

&
���

���

���
	�

�

��
��	

��� 8�
���

��

�� 

��

���
	�

��� "	
���

5�
���

��

=
���

@
���

���

���
��� ���
���

?�
���

 

�
�
	��

;��
�

A
��	

���
B

���
�
�

A
��	

���
�	�

	�� ���
��

���
	��

���
���

�	�
 !!

"#
!$

�
�
���

	��
���


��
	��

�

5������������
����	��	�
4����������
����	��	�
5������	���*���	�����������
������������	����
�� ��(
���
��
4����	���*���	�����������
������������	����
���� (
���
��



 

�

�+  Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 

Employment gaps have widened 
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Gaps in labour force participation rates 
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+-  Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 

Longer education spells lower participation rates f or young women 
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++ Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 

3. Persistent differentials in the quality of emplo yment: 
vulnerability and segregation 
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Vulnerability: in most regions women had less acces s to paid employment 
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Women face pervasive sectoral and occupational segr egation 

Fewer women than men work in industry 
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Why is segregation so pervasive? 
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What are the potential consequences of segregation?  
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Gender segregation and the economic crisis 
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4. How can policies improve women’s labour market o utcomes? 
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Crisis policies to reduce gender gaps 
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1,  Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 
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Policy reforms to address gender inequalities 

The gender gap is influenced by household decisions  
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1/  Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 
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Policy options to help equalize household decisions  
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(a) Reducing the burden of housework through better  infrastructure 
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(b) Reducing the burden of care work through the pr ovision of care services for children and the 
elderly 
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(c) Redressing the gender division of paid and unpa id work 
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(e) Compensating for unequal employment opportuniti es based on gender 
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(f) Public campaigns to challenge gender stereotype s, and for proper implementation of 
legislation against discrimination 
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Annex 1 Global and regional tables 
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Table A1. Unemployment rate by sex, world and regio ns (%) 
  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Both sexes                 
WORLD 6.3 5.8 5.5 5.6 6.2 6.1 6.0 6.0 
Developed Economies & European Union 6.7 6.3 5.8 6.1 8.4 8.8 8.5 8.6 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 10.7 9.0 8.3 8.3 10.1 9.4 8.7 8.4 
East Asia 4.5 4.0 3.8 4.4 4.4 4.2 4.3 4.4 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 5.0 6.1 5.5 5.2 5.1 4.7 4.4 4.5 
South Asia 4.4 4.3 4.0 3.7 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.8 
Latin America & the Caribbean 8.6 7.6 7.0 6.6 7.7 7.2 7.2 7.2 
Middle East 10.8 10.9 10.3 10.4 10.1 9.9 9.9 10.1 
North Africa 13.6 10.5 10.0 9.6 9.6 9.4 10.6 10.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa 8.9 7.7 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 
Male                 
WORLD 6.1 5.6 5.3 5.4 6.0 5.8 5.7 5.8 
Developed Economies & European Union 6.3 6.1 5.5 6.0 8.7 9.1 8.7 8.8 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 10.5 9.2 8.6 8.6 10.5 9.7 8.9 8.5 
East Asia 5.1 4.5 4.3 4.9 5.0 4.8 4.9 5.1 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 5.1 5.7 5.3 5.1 5.1 4.5 4.3 4.3 
South Asia 4.4 4.2 3.9 3.5 3.6 3.5 3.4 3.5 
Latin America & the Caribbean 7.3 6.1 5.6 5.3 6.5 5.9 5.9 5.9 
Middle East 9.1 9.0 8.5 8.6 8.2 8.0 8.1 8.2 
North Africa 11.4 8.1 8.1 7.5 7.3 7.1 7.9 8.1 
Sub-Saharan Africa 8.3 7.2 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.4 7.3 7.3 
Female                 
WORLD 6.6 6.2 5.8 5.9 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 
Developed Economies & European Union 7.3 6.7 6.1 6.2 7.9 8.4 8.2 8.3 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 11.0 8.8 8.0 8.0 9.7 9.1 8.5 8.2 
East Asia 3.9 3.3 3.1 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.6 3.7 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 4.9 6.6 5.8 5.4 5.1 5.0 4.6 4.7 
South Asia 4.6 4.5 4.3 4.2 4.4 5.0 4.7 4.6 
Latin America & the Caribbean 10.8 9.8 9.0 8.6 9.6 9.1 9.1 9.0 
Middle East 18.9 19.2 18.5 18.8 18.6 18.3 18.1 18.2 
North Africa 20.9 18.1 16.2 16.2 16.5 16.3 18.9 19.1 
Sub-Saharan Africa 9.6 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.3 8.3 8.3 8.4 
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Table A2. Unemployment rate by sex for youth and ad ults, world and regions (%) 
  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Youth male                  
WORLD 12.7 12.1 11.5 11.6 12.5 12.5 12.3 12.4 

Developed Economies & European Union 13.6 13.6 12.8 14.0 19.1 19.6 18.2 18.7 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 19.1 18.0 17.3 16.7 20.2 18.8 17.4 16.6 
East Asia 11.0 9.8 9.3 10.6 10.8 10.4 10.8 11.2 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 13.5 16.2 14.5 13.5 13.6 13.3 12.6 12.9 
South Asia 10.0 9.6 9.1 8.5 8.9 9.8 9.4 9.3 
Latin America & the Caribbean 13.3 12.3 11.4 11.1 12.9 11.9 11.9 11.9 
Middle East 21.0 21.7 21.3 22.0 21.5 21.7 21.9 22.6 
North Africa 25.5 20.1 19.4 19.1 19.0 18.7 21.3 21.7 
Sub-Saharan Africa 12.5 11.1 11.2 11.3 11.3 11.2 11.2 11.1 
Youth female                  
WORLD 12.8 12.7 11.9 12.0 12.8 12.9 12.9 13.0 

Developed Economies & European Union 13.3 12.9 12.0 12.4 15.4 16.4 16.0 16.2 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 20.9 19.1 17.6 17.4 20.5 19.4 18.1 17.3 
East Asia 7.6 6.7 6.4 7.3 7.5 7.2 7.4 7.6 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 12.9 17.9 15.2 14.4 13.7 13.3 12.9 13.4 
South Asia 10.4 9.8 9.3 8.9 9.5 11.3 10.8 10.5 
Latin America & the Caribbean 19.8 19.9 18.2 17.7 19.7 18.5 18.7 18.7 
Middle East 36.5 38.7 37.9 39.8 39.6 39.2 39.9 40.6 
North Africa 36.7 37.7 35.1 33.4 35.0 34.8 41.5 41.7 
Sub-Saharan Africa 14.5 12.8 12.9 12.9 12.9 12.8 12.8 12.8 
Adult male                  
WORLD 4.4 4.0 3.8 3.9 4.5 4.3 4.3 4.4 

Developed Economies & European Union 5.1 5.0 4.5 4.9 7.3 7.7 7.5 7.6 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 8.7 7.5 6.9 7.0 8.7 8.0 7.4 7.1 
East Asia 4.0 3.5 3.3 3.8 3.9 3.7 3.9 4.0 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 2.6 2.9 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.5 2.3 2.4 
South Asia 2.6 2.6 2.3 2.1 2.2 1.9 1.9 2.0 
Latin America & the Caribbean 5.4 4.4 4.0 3.8 4.8 4.4 4.4 4.5 
Middle East 5.3 5.4 5.1 5.3 5.1 5.0 5.1 5.3 
North Africa 7.2 5.0 5.1 4.6 4.5 4.4 4.9 5.2 
Sub-Saharan Africa 6.7 5.7 5.8 5.9 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 
Adult female                  
WORLD 4.9 4.5 4.3 4.4 4.9 5.0 4.9 5.0 

Developed Economies & European Union 6.3 5.7 5.2 5.2 6.8 7.2 7.1 7.3 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 9.2 7.1 6.5 6.5 8.0 7.6 7.1 7.0 
East Asia 2.9 2.5 2.3 2.8 2.9 2.7 2.8 2.9 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 2.5 3.5 3.3 3.1 3.0 3.0 2.7 2.8 
South Asia 2.7 2.9 2.9 2.9 3.0 3.3 3.1 3.1 
Latin America & the Caribbean 7.9 7.0 6.5 6.2 7.1 6.8 6.8 6.8 
Middle East 11.6 12.2 12.0 12.2 12.4 12.4 12.3 12.5 
North Africa 13.9 10.7 9.9 10.6 10.8 10.7 12.4 12.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa 7.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.7 
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Table A3. Female unemployment rate projections, for  world and regions, 2012-2016 (%)  
Region  2012p 2013p 2014p 2015p 2016p 2017p 
WORLD 6.4 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.4 6.4 
Developed Economies & European Union 8.3 8.4 8.3 8.2 8.0 7.9 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 8.2 8.2 8.1 8.0 7.9 7.8 
East Asia 3.7 3.7 3.8 3.8 3.9 3.9 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.9 4.9 4.9 
South Asia 4.6 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 
Latin America & the Caribbean 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 8.9 
Middle East 18.2 18.2 18.2 18.3 18.3 18.2 
North Africa 19.1 18.9 18.6 18.3 18.0 17.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.3 8.3 8.3 

Table A4. Global employment and unemployment by sex , for total (15+), youth (15-24) and adult (25+) 
  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Employment (millions)  

Both sexes 2'610 2'902 2'952 2'985 3'000 3'039 3'083 3'124 

Male 1'572 1'740 1'771 1'794 1'803 1'831 1'858 1'884 
Female 1'038 1'163 1'181 1'191 1'196 1'208 1'225 1'241 

Youth 500 534 536 532 522 516 516 513 
Youth male 294 316 317 316 310 307 307 306 
Youth female 206 218 219 216 212 209 208 207 

Adult 2'110 2'369 2'416 2'453 2'478 2'522 2'567 2'612 
Adult male 1'278 1'424 1'453 1'478 1'494 1'524 1'551 1'578 
Adult female 832 945 962 975 984 999 1'017 1'034 

Unemployment (millions)  
Both sexes 176 180 171 176 197 196 196 200 

Male 102 103 98 101 115 113 113 115 
Female 74 76 72 75 82 83 83 85 

Youth 73 75 71 71 76 75 74 74 
Youth male 43 43 41 41 44 44 43 43 
Youth female 30 32 29 29 31 31 31 31 

Adult 103 104 100 105 122 121 122 126 
Adult male 59 60 57 60 71 69 70 72 
Adult female 43 45 43 45 51 52 53 54 

  



54 

�

54 Global Employment Trends for Women 2012 

Table A5. Employment-to-population ratio by sex, wo rld and regions (%) 
  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Both sexes                  
WORLD 61.1 61.2 61.2 61.0 60.3 60.2 60.3 60.2 

Developed Economies & European Union 56.6 56.7 57.1 57.1 55.5 55.0 54.9 54.8 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 52.3 52.7 53.5 53.9 53.0 53.6 54.4 54.8 
East Asia 72.6 71.3 71.3 70.5 70.3 70.3 70.1 69.8 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 66.9 65.9 66.3 66.5 66.4 66.7 67.0 67.0 
South Asia 57.2 57.7 57.1 56.5 55.7 54.9 55.0 55.0 
Latin America & the Caribbean 58.5 60.5 60.9 61.4 60.7 61.4 61.4 61.5 
Middle East 41.0 42.3 42.5 41.8 42.3 42.8 43.1 43.3 
North Africa 41.8 43.2 43.8 44.1 44.1 44.3 43.8 43.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa 63.5 64.6 64.6 64.8 64.7 64.7 64.8 64.9 
Males                 
WORLD 73.8 73.4 73.5 73.4 72.6 72.6 72.7 72.7 

Developed Economies & European Union 65.8 64.8 65.2 64.9 62.5 61.8 61.8 61.6 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 61.9 62.0 63.0 63.6 62.4 63.2 64.2 64.7 
East Asia 77.9 76.8 76.8 76.1 75.8 75.8 75.6 75.4 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 78.6 77.7 77.7 77.7 77.6 78.1 78.4 78.3 
South Asia 79.6 79.6 79.4 79.3 78.8 78.5 78.5 78.5 
Latin America & the Caribbean 74.8 75.3 75.4 75.7 74.5 75.1 74.9 74.8 
Middle East 67.2 66.9 67.1 66.4 67.0 67.7 68.0 68.2 
North Africa 66.3 68.1 68.1 68.6 68.7 68.8 68.3 68.3 
Sub-Saharan Africa 70.6 70.5 70.5 70.6 70.5 70.5 70.6 70.8 
Females                  
WORLD 48.5 49.0 49.0 48.6 48.1 47.9 47.8 47.8 

Developed Economies & European Union 48.0 49.0 49.5 49.7 48.9 48.6 48.5 48.4 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 43.8 44.5 45.2 45.3 44.8 45.2 45.8 46.0 
East Asia 67.0 65.6 65.6 64.8 64.5 64.5 64.3 64.0 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 55.6 54.4 55.1 55.5 55.5 55.7 56.0 56.0 
South Asia 33.4 34.7 33.6 32.5 31.4 30.1 30.3 30.4 
Latin America & the Caribbean 42.9 46.5 47.2 47.7 47.5 48.3 48.5 48.8 
Middle East 13.2 15.1 15.1 14.3 14.5 14.8 15.1 15.3 
North Africa 17.5 18.6 19.7 19.9 19.8 20.1 19.6 19.7 
Sub-Saharan Africa 56.6 58.8 58.9 59.0 59.0 59.0 59.1 59.2 
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Table A6. Employment-to-population ratio by sex for  youth and adults, world and regions (%) 
  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Youth male                 
WORLD 53.1 51.9 51.6 51.1 49.9 49.3 49.3 49.1 
Developed Economies & European Union 47.9 45.7 45.8 45.0 41.1 39.8 40.1 40.0 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 40.4 38.6 39.3 41.0 39.3 40.0 40.8 41.4 
East Asia 55.1 54.1 54.4 53.2 53.0 52.9 52.7 52.2 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 55.0 51.4 51.6 51.9 51.6 51.6 51.8 51.6 
South Asia 59.6 58.5 57.2 55.8 54.1 52.1 52.2 52.0 
Latin America & the Caribbean 58.1 56.5 56.6 56.7 54.7 55.5 55.0 54.7 
Middle East 40.3 38.7 38.0 36.7 36.6 36.5 36.4 36.0 
North Africa 37.8 39.2 39.2 39.1 38.6 38.4 37.0 36.6 
Sub-Saharan Africa 49.6 49.9 49.8 49.8 49.6 49.5 49.6 49.7 
Youth female                 
WORLD 38.9 37.7 37.5 36.9 36.0 35.6 35.4 35.2 
Developed Economies & European Union 43.1 41.6 41.9 41.6 39.4 38.0 37.9 37.9 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 28.7 26.9 27.5 28.3 27.5 27.7 27.9 28.2 
East Asia 64.1 59.4 59.3 57.6 57.2 57.3 57.0 56.4 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 42.6 38.6 39.4 39.2 39.2 39.2 39.3 39.0 
South Asia 25.4 25.7 24.5 23.5 22.3 20.9 20.9 20.9 
Latin America & the Caribbean 33.8 34.4 35.1 35.3 34.0 34.7 34.6 34.7 
Middle East 8.5 8.9 8.6 7.8 7.7 7.9 7.8 7.8 
North Africa 13.4 12.7 12.8 13.1 12.5 12.7 11.5 11.5 
Sub-Saharan Africa 43.6 45.1 45.0 45.0 44.9 44.8 44.8 44.8 
Adult male                 
WORLD 81.0 80.9 81.0 80.9 80.2 80.3 80.2 80.1 
Developed Economies & European Union 69.6 68.6 69.0 68.7 66.5 65.9 65.8 65.5 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 68.7 69.5 70.5 70.5 69.2 69.8 70.6 70.8 
East Asia 84.0 83.2 83.1 82.5 82.1 82.0 81.7 81.4 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 88.5 87.9 87.6 87.3 87.1 87.6 87.6 87.4 
South Asia 88.6 88.6 88.8 89.0 88.9 89.2 89.1 88.9 
Latin America & the Caribbean 81.7 82.2 82.3 82.6 81.6 81.9 81.7 81.5 
Middle East 81.8 80.5 80.7 79.8 80.1 80.4 80.4 80.2 
North Africa 80.8 81.5 81.3 81.6 81.6 81.5 81.0 80.7 
Sub-Saharan Africa 82.6 82.1 82.2 82.3 82.1 82.0 82.1 82.2 
Adult female                 
WORLD 51.7 52.6 52.6 52.3 51.8 51.6 51.6 51.5 
Developed Economies & European Union 48.9 50.3 50.8 51.1 50.4 50.3 50.2 50.1 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 47.7 49.1 49.7 49.5 48.9 49.2 49.8 49.8 
East Asia 67.8 67.2 67.3 66.7 66.4 66.3 66.0 65.7 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 60.7 60.1 60.6 61.2 61.0 61.1 61.3 61.3 
South Asia 36.9 38.4 37.2 36.1 35.0 33.8 33.9 33.9 
Latin America & the Caribbean 46.4 50.6 51.3 51.8 51.9 52.7 52.8 53.1 
Middle East 15.8 18.3 18.3 17.5 17.6 17.9 18.1 18.4 
North Africa 19.4 21.2 22.8 22.7 22.8 23.0 22.7 22.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa 63.7 66.2 66.3 66.5 66.6 66.5 66.6 66.7 
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Table A7. Labour force participation rates by sex, world and regions (%) 
  1992 2002 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Both sexes                    
WORLD 66.3 65.1 65.0 64.8 64.6 64.3 64.1 64.1 64.1 

Developed Economies & European Union 60.7 60.3 60.5 60.6 60.8 60.5 60.3 60.0 60.0 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 62.6 57.9 57.9 58.4 58.8 59.0 59.2 59.6 59.8 
East Asia 78.0 75.4 74.3 74.1 73.8 73.6 73.4 73.3 73.1 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 70.4 70.5 70.2 70.1 70.1 70.0 70.1 70.1 70.1 
South Asia 61.4 60.2 60.3 59.5 58.6 57.9 57.1 57.1 57.1 
Latin America & the Caribbean 62.6 64.6 65.5 65.5 65.7 65.8 66.1 66.1 66.3 
Middle East 46.6 46.5 47.5 47.4 46.7 47.0 47.5 47.8 48.1 
North Africa 48.0 47.5 48.3 48.7 48.8 48.8 48.8 49.0 49.1 
Sub-Saharan Africa 69.5 69.9 70.0 70.1 70.2 70.2 70.2 70.3 70.4 
Males                   
WORLD 80.2 78.1 77.8 77.6 77.5 77.3 77.1 77.1 77.1 

Developed Economies & European Union 71.8 69.4 69.0 69.0 69.0 68.4 68.0 67.6 67.5 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 74.1 68.0 68.3 68.9 69.6 69.7 70.0 70.4 70.7 
East Asia 84.2 81.4 80.4 80.3 80.0 79.8 79.6 79.6 79.4 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 82.6 82.8 82.4 82.1 81.9 81.8 81.9 81.8 81.8 
South Asia 84.8 83.3 83.1 82.6 82.1 81.7 81.4 81.3 81.3 
Latin America & the Caribbean 82.5 80.3 80.1 79.9 80.0 79.7 79.8 79.6 79.5 
Middle East 77.6 73.8 73.5 73.3 72.7 73.1 73.6 74.0 74.3 
North Africa 74.4 74.1 74.1 74.1 74.1 74.1 74.1 74.2 74.3 
Sub-Saharan Africa 79.0 76.5 75.9 76.0 76.2 76.1 76.1 76.2 76.3 
Females                    
WORLD 52.4 52.1 52.2 52.0 51.7 51.4 51.2 51.1 51.1 

Developed Economies & European Union 50.3 51.7 52.5 52.7 53.0 53.0 53.0 52.8 52.8 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 52.6 49.1 48.8 49.1 49.3 49.6 49.7 50.0 50.2 
East Asia 71.4 69.1 67.8 67.7 67.2 67.0 66.9 66.7 66.4 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 58.4 58.4 58.3 58.5 58.7 58.5 58.6 58.7 58.8 
South Asia 36.1 35.8 36.3 35.1 33.9 32.8 31.7 31.8 31.8 
Latin America & the Caribbean 43.5 49.6 51.5 51.8 52.1 52.6 53.1 53.3 53.6 
Middle East 13.3 17.2 18.7 18.5 17.7 17.8 18.1 18.4 18.7 
North Africa 21.8 21.2 22.7 23.6 23.7 23.8 24.0 24.2 24.4 
Sub-Saharan Africa 60.3 63.5 64.2 64.2 64.4 64.4 64.4 64.5 64.6 
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Table A8. Employment shares by sector and sex, worl d and regions (%) 
  Agriculture  Industry  Services  
Both sexes  1992 2002 2012p 1992 2002 2012p 1992 2002 2012p 
WORLD 44.2 39.7 34.2 21.1 20.2 22.1 34.7 40.0 43.7 

Developed Economies & European Union 6.6 5.0 3.8 30.5 26.3 21.9 62.9 68.7 74.3 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 25.4 23.3 19.6 26.6 25.0 26.6 48.0 51.7 53.8 
East Asia 55.8 47.6 35.1 23.1 22.4 28.4 21.1 30.1 36.5 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 58.4 48.2 43.1 13.7 17.3 18.5 27.9 34.5 38.4 
South Asia 62.1 57.0 50.9 15.4 17.0 21.0 22.5 26.1 28.0 
Latin America & the Caribbean 24.7 19.6 16.0 22.3 21.5 21.8 53.0 58.8 62.2 
Middle East 23.0 21.9 16.7 24.1 24.6 25.6 52.9 53.5 57.7 
North Africa 35.9 30.4 30.2 19.0 19.0 21.5 45.1 50.6 48.3 
Sub-Saharan Africa 67.2 65.7 62.2 8.3 8.0 8.6 24.5 26.3 29.3 
  Agricultu re Industry  Services  
Males 1992 2002 2012p 1992 2002 2012p 1992 2002 2012p 
WORLD 41.2 37.5 32.8 24.6 23.9 25.9 34.2 38.6 41.3 

Developed Economies & European Union 7.2 5.7 4.5 39.0 35.6 31.3 53.8 58.7 64.2 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 26.6 23.5 19.0 32.2 30.7 33.3 41.2 45.8 47.7 
East Asia 47.7 41.0 31.8 26.7 25.9 31.4 25.6 33.1 36.8 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 56.9 47.4 42.3 15.3 19.5 21.0 27.8 33.1 36.7 
South Asia 56.3 51.0 44.3 16.9 18.5 23.1 26.8 30.5 32.6 
Latin America & the Caribbean 29.1 24.4 20.7 26.6 26.0 27.7 44.3 49.5 51.5 
Middle East 21.2 19.3 14.0 25.9 26.8 28.1 52.9 53.9 57.9 
North Africa 34.6 31.4 29.8 21.0 20.6 24.5 44.3 48.0 45.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa 64.4 65.2 61.8 10.4 9.8 10.5 25.2 25.1 27.7 
  Agricultu re Industry  Services  
Females  1992 2002 2012p 1992 2002 2012p 1992 2002 2012p 
WORLD 48.8 43.2 36.4 15.7 14.7 16.2 35.4 42.1 47.4 

Developed Economies & European Union 5.9 4.2 3.0 19.0 14.5 10.6 75.0 81.4 86.4 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 23.9 23.0 20.3 19.8 18.2 18.3 56.3 58.9 61.4 
East Asia 65.6 55.5 39.0 18.7 18.0 24.8 15.7 26.5 36.2 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 60.5 49.4 44.2 11.6 14.3 15.1 27.9 36.3 40.7 
South Asia 77.0 71.9 68.9 11.8 13.1 15.4 11.3 15.0 15.8 
Latin America & the Caribbean 16.2 11.9 9.0 14.2 14.2 13.3 69.6 73.9 77.7 
Middle East 36.2 35.2 30.3 11.1 13.3 13.0 52.8 51.4 56.7 
North Africa 40.6 26.4 31.8 11.4 12.7 11.2 48.0 60.9 57.0 
Sub-Saharan Africa 70.8 66.3 62.5 5.6 6.0 6.3 23.6 27.7 31.2 
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Table A9.Vulnerable employment shares by sex, world  and regions (%) 
  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p 
Both sexes                  
WORLD 53.0 51.8 51.3 50.1 49.9 49.7 49.2 49.0 

Developed Economies & European Union 10.8 10.0 9.9 9.7 9.8 10.0 9.8 9.8 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 25.6 21.9 20.6 20.4 20.5 20.9 20.6 20.4 
East Asia 58.6 56.2 55.4 52.9 51.3 50.1 49.0 48.1 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 65.1 62.6 62.3 62.1 61.3 62.3 61.4 61.4 
South Asia 80.9 80.3 80.0 78.8 78.2 78.5 77.6 77.3 
Latin America & the Caribbean 35.9 32.9 32.3 31.8 32.4 31.9 31.9 31.9 
Middle East 33.8 32.0 31.0 30.0 30.1 29.7 29.4 29.3 
North Africa 42.0 39.9 40.1 39.4 39.2 37.4 37.2 37.4 
Sub-Saharan Africa 80.6 78.1 77.4 76.7 77.1 77.0 76.7 76.3 
Males                 
WORLD 51.0 50.1 49.6 48.8 48.7 48.7 48.2 48.1 

Developed Economies & European Union 11.4 11.0 10.9 10.7 10.8 11.2 11.0 11.0 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 25.9 22.5 21.0 20.7 21.2 21.2 20.8 20.7 
East Asia 53.2 51.2 50.6 48.7 47.4 46.5 45.6 44.9 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 61.2 59.3 58.7 59.1 58.3 59.0 58.3 58.2 
South Asia 78.0 77.8 77.5 76.4 75.9 76.2 75.4 75.0 
Latin America & the Caribbean 35.4 32.5 31.8 31.2 31.7 31.6 31.6 31.6 
Middle East 31.0 29.0 28.0 27.5 27.7 27.3 26.9 26.7 
North Africa 37.4 34.4 34.2 33.4 33.4 32.2 31.8 32.0 
Sub-Saharan Africa 74.9 71.2 70.6 69.7 70.3 70.2 69.9 69.5 
Females                  
WORLD 55.9 54.3 53.8 52.2 51.7 51.3 50.7 50.4 

Developed Economies & European Union 10.1 8.8 8.6 8.4 8.5 8.5 8.4 8.3 
Central & South-Eastern Europe (non-EU) & CIS 25.1 21.0 20.0 19.9 19.7 20.5 20.2 20.0 
East Asia 65.1 62.2 61.3 58.1 56.1 54.6 53.2 52.0 
South-East Asia & the Pacific 70.5 67.1 67.3 66.3 65.5 66.7 65.6 65.6 
South Asia 88.1 86.4 86.3 85.0 84.2 84.8 83.7 83.3 
Latin America & the Caribbean 36.8 33.6 33.1 32.7 33.4 32.4 32.3 32.3 
Middle East 49.0 46.6 45.7 43.2 42.5 42.4 41.9 41.8 
North Africa 59.0 59.9 60.4 59.8 59.1 55.2 55.6 55.7 
Sub-Saharan Africa 87.5 86.2 85.5 84.8 85.1 84.8 84.6 84.4 
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Annex 2 Note on global and regional estimates 
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Annex 3 Global Employment Trends – Regional groupin gs 
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Developed 
Economies and 
European Union 
����	����=�����

Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Italy 
Latvia 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Poland 
Portugal  
Romania 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 

:������������
Canada 
United States 
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Australia 

Israel 
Japan 
New Zealand 
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Iceland 
Norway 
Switzerland 

Central and South-
Eastern Europe 
(non-EU) and CIS 
&����������%���+�������
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Albania 
Bosnia and  
   Herzegovina 
Croatia 
Serbia and  
   Montenegro 
The former Yugoslav  
   Republic of  
   Macedonia 
Turkey 
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Armenia 
Azerbaijan 
Belarus 
Georgia 
Kazakhstan 
Kyrgyzstan 
Republic of Moldova 
Russian Federation 
Tajikistan  
Turkmenistan  
Ukraine 
Uzbekistan 

South Asia  
Afghanistan 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
India 
Maldives 
Nepal 
Pakistan 
Sri Lanka 

South-East Asia and 
the Pacific 
%���+���������

Brunei Darussalam 
Cambodia 
East Timor 
Indonesia 
Lao People’s 
   Democratic Republic 
Malaysia 
Myanmar 
Philippines 
Singapore 
Thailand 
Viet Nam 
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Fiji 
Papua New Guinea  
Solomon Islands 

East Asia  
China 
Hong Kong, China 
Korea, Democratic 
   People’s Republic of  
Korea, Republic of 
Macau, China 
Mongolia 
Taiwan, China 

Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
&���������
Bahamas 
Barbados 
Cuba 
DominicanRepublic 
Guadeloupe 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Jamaica 
Martinique 
NetherlandsAntilles 
Puerto Rico 
Suriname 
Trinidad and Tobago 
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Belize 
Costa Rica 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 

%������������
Argentina 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Uruguay 

  Venezuela, Bolivarian 
Republic of 

Middle East  
Bahrain 
Iran, Islamic Republic 
_of 
Iraq 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Oman 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 
Syrian Arab Republic 
United Arab Emirates 

 Occupied Palestinian 
   Territory  
Yemen 

North Africa  
Algeria 
Egypt 
Libya 
Morocco 
Sudan 

Tunisia 
Sub-SaharanAfrica 
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Burundi 
Comoros 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Kenya 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mauritius 
Mozambique 
Réunion 
Rwanda 
Somalia 

Tanzania, United  
   Republic of 
Uganda 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
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Angola 
Cameroon 
Central African  
   Republic 
Chad 
Congo 
Congo, Democratic  
   Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea 
Gabon 
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Botswana 
Lesotho 
Namibia 
South Africa 
Swaziland 
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Benin 
Burkina Faso 
Cape Verde 
Côted’Ivoire 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Liberia 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Togo 
 


