Ministry of Education collaborates with teachers for the rights of migrant children in Thailand

The Office of Non-formal and Informal Education (ONIE) at the Ministry of Education took a critical step
for the education of migrant children in Thailand, by strengthening the capacity of teachers in providing
education to the migrant children; a critical move for the futures of all migrant children in Thailand.

Early in October ONIE launched a teachers’ guideline and curriculum on informal education for migrant
and non-Thai children, at a training workshop for the teachers. Ninety-four participants including
education specialists and representatives from ONIE, provincial and district directors, teachers and NGO
counterparts attended the workshop, from nine provinces of Thailand. The newly published teachers’
handbook/lesson plans incorporate lessons about ASEAN, Thai life and laws, among other topics.
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ONIE’s Deputy Secretary added, “The workshop today is very

important as it again raises our awareness on universal

human rights on education, and it will help clarify unclear issues on providing education for migrant
children. As they have experience in handling adult students and not children, ONIE teachers have to
learn new approaches and techniques in order to be effective. There are lots of migrant children in
Thailand right now, ONIE is happy and committed to collaborate with stakeholders on this matter.”
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protection. Equally important in this endeavour of making education

accessible to migrant and non-Thai children is ONIE’s

collaboration with the Office of Basic Education Commission (OBEC). The collaboration helps ensure a
smooth and effective transition of children from the non-formal education system to the formal system.

The ILO-IPEC project in Thailand (2010-2015) aims to address child labour and forced labour in shrimp and
seafood processing areas. It helps to create an industry that is free of child labour and forced labour and
offers decent working conditions and opportunities to Thai and migrant workers. Special attention is given
to the situation of Thai and migrant children at risk of entering or/and involved in hazardous child labour.

Promoting access to education is one of the main strategies of the project to prevent and withdraw
children from child labour. ILO-IPEC collaborates with different agencies in the Ministry of Education
including the Office of Non-Formal and Informal Education (ONIE) in promoting the implementation of
policies to provide education provided to migrant children.
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