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A Happy New Year to all our readers for 2010. 

Welcome to Newsletter No. 2 which will be in a slightly different format as it will concentrate 

on the end product of MLC certification.   While it is strange to jump straight to the final 

outcome without much explanation of what needs to be done to achieve certification it does 

tie in neatly with the 14 points that were mentioned in the first newsletter. 

Who needs a certificate? 

Ships of 500 gt and over engaged in international voyages must have one and ships under 

500 gt may be issued with one on request of the shipowner.  This doesn’t mean that ships 

or commercial yachts under 500gt escape as all ships of 200gt or over will be inspected for 

compliance but do not require a certificate.  

What is the validity? 

The certification period has the same requirement as the ISM and ISPS Code with a 5 year 

validity and an intermediate inspection between the 2nd and 3rd anniversary date. 

Format of the certificate. 

The certification comes as two documents, a maritime labour certificate (with the 

unfortunate abbreviation of the MLC) and the declaration of maritime labour compliance (the 

DMLC). We have drawn up model versions of both of these certificates as part of the 

newsletter though we will concentrate on the content of the DMLC as this includes a part 1 

and a part 2, with part 2 requiring information from the shipowner. 
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This is the format of the first page of the Maritime Labour Certificate and it has the same 

requirements and information as the SMC and ISSC certificates.  (The layout may change 

when we produce them electronically within MAVIS).  The second page that isn’t shown 

contains the intermediate verification date and any additional inspections that may have 

been carried out.   
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This is the format of the DMLC Part 1 and it is the section that we will complete.  The 

column on the left contains the 14 areas within MLC that are liable for inspection and the 

column on the right is the legislation that we will have in place to implement the 14 areas.  

This is currently shown in red and is only inserted to demonstrate what a completed Part I 

may look like though when the legislation is in place the Part I will not change unless there 

is a change in the legislation. 
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This is the DMLC Part II that is completed by the shipowner to show the measures that they 

have in place to comply with the 14 areas. 

When MLC first came out this was the area that worried people most and stories circulated 

that to do this the certificate would be 40 or more pages long. WRONG.  In MLC guideline B 

5.1.3.2 it states that part II may make reference to other documents that contain the 

policies and procedures that the shipowner has in place to comply with this area. Therefore 

for No. 11 Health and safety and accident prevention it could refer to Section X of the SMS 

and for No.6 Hours of work or rest could refer to the SMS or maybe a Personnel Manual . 

No 14.- Payment of Wages (Reg 2.2)  
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There will be areas that will need more detail in the DMLC Part II but there are benefits in 

being able to refer to the procedures within other documents, namely keeping the DMLC as 

small as necessary and also changes can be made to the other documents without having to 

send the changes to us to update the DMLC Part II. 

The procedures and policies in the DMLC Part II are going to be the areas that will be 

inspected by Isle of Man surveyors during the initial inspection before the certificate is 

issued so your ships and yachts will need to be able to demonstrate how these areas are 

used onboard to implement MLC.  ( We will be coming back to how the inspections will be 

carried out on a regular basis in future newsletters.)  

 

Constructing a DMLC Part II 

The DMLC Part II needs to be completed by the shipowner, this will then need to be sent to 

us to input the information into the certificate. The certificate then needs to be signed by 

the shipowner and the IOM Ship Registry after printing. We therefore need to devise a 

method to make this as simple as possible.  To use a form similar to the one used to gather 

information for a Continuous Synopsis Record is one possibility and we would gladly 

consider any suggestions that you may have to make the process simple and efficient. 

 

Interim MLC  

Finally a few words on the interim certificate. This will be required for new buildings on 

delivery and for ships that may be new to your fleet or new to the Isle of Man Ship Registry.  

The good news is that there is no need for a DMLC until the full term certificate is issued 

after initial inspection. 

The interim is valid for 6 months (same as ISM and ISPS) but there is one key difference in 

that there is no ability to extend an interim MLC unlike the other interims.   

 

 

  


